
 

 
FROM PARIS TO BEIJING TO GREENVILLE : 

CYCLING STARPOWER ANNOUNCED 
FOR THE GREENVILLE HOSPITAL SYSTEM  

USA CYCLING PROFESSIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS  
  

Hincapie, Vande Velde and Zabriskie Among 125 Elite  
U.S. Professionals To Compete during Labor Day Weekend 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 Contacts:   
Chris Aronhalt, Medalist Sports (Executive Director)                  Jackie Tyson, Peloton Sports (PR)                           
Phone: 770-631-1239                                                                    Phone: 678-362-6228                                              
E-Mail: chris.aronhalt@medalistsports.com                              E-Mail: usproPR@pelotonsports.net 
 

GREENVILLE, S.C. (August 19, 2008) –  Race organizers confirmed today that George Hincapie (Team 
Columbia),  Christian Vande Velde (Team Garmin-Chipotle presented by H30), David Zabriskie (Team Garmin-
Chipotle presented by H30), and Fred Rodriguez (Rock Racing) are among the professional cyclists who will 
compete this year at the Greenville Hospital System USA Cycling Professional Championships over Labor Day 
weekend (Aug 30-31, 2008).  Three of these elite athletes (Hincapie, Zabriskie, Vande Velde) recently 
represented the U.S. at the Olympic Games in Beijing.  Over 125 professional cyclists are expected in 
Greenville to compete for both the Individual Time Trial and Road Race Championships. 
 
"Now in its third year in Greenville, the Greenville Hospital System USA Cycling Professional Road and Time 
Trial championships will once again showcase the depth of talent the United States peloton has at the pro level,” 
said Sean Petty, Chief Operating Officer for USA Cycling, Inc. “As American cyclists continue to perform well 
abroad, Greenville provides an opportunity for the domestic cycling community to witness the sport's best and 
brightest as they compete on their home turf for the prestigious honor of wearing the Stars-and-Stripes jersey." 
 
Other top names in domestic cycling who will compete in Greenville are: 2004 Olympic Games Time Trial gold 
medalist Tyler Hamilton (Rock Racing), second place in points on the men’s National Racing Calendar Ted King 
(Bissell), third place finisher in the 2007 Road Race championship Neil Shirley (Jittery Joe’s), 2006 Time Trial 
National Champion runner-up Chris Baldwin (Toyota-United), 2005 Road Race National Champion Chris 
Wherry (Toyota-United), 2005 Tour de Georgia overall winner Tom Danielson (Garmin-Chipotle), and 2006 U-23 
National Road Race and Criterium Champion Craig Lewis (Team Columbia). 
   
“Spectators will be treated to a showcase of star power during the Championships this year.  We are very 
pleased to see George, David and Freddie returning as past champions, as well as top Tour de France 
contender like Christian making the field very competitive.  We anticipate huge crowds in Greenville for both the 
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Time Trial and the Road Race Championships, and for an exciting weekend of recreational and ancillary 
events,” said Chris Aronhalt, Managing Partner of Medalist Sports and Executive Director for the Greenville 
Hospital System USA Cycling Professional Championships.  
 
Saturday, August 30 will feature the first race in the Greenville Hospital System USA Cycling Professional 
Championships, the Professional Individual Time Trial Championship.  This 20.7-mile race against the clock will 
begin at 11 a.m. on a new course at Clemson University – International Center for Automotive Research in 
Greenville.  Salt Lake City, Utah native Zabriskie returns in search of a third consecutive title in the ITT.    
 
"I'm looking forward to the new course in Greenville," said Zabriskie of Team Garmin-Chipotle and the two-time 
defending champion. "It's always an exciting race and I'm focused on keeping the Stars-and-Stripes jersey for 
myself and my team." 
 
The USA Cycling Professional Road Race championship will take place on Sunday, August 31, beginning at 
1:00 p.m. in downtown Greenville.  Over 100 competitors will battle on a 115-mile course, won last year by 
Santa Rosa, Calif. resident Levi Leipheimer (Team Astana). Leipheimer will be competing with his team at the 
Vuelta a España, so will not be able to defend his title. This one-day road race championship began in 1985. 
Past winners of the prestigious Stars and Stripes jersey for the road race discipline include speed skating 
Olympic champion Eric Heiden (1985), Lance Armstrong (1993), Hincapie (1998, 2006) and Rodriguez (2000, 
2001, 2004). 
 
“It was great to have the entire U.S. cycling scene in my backyard (in 2006 and 2007) and see first-hand why I 
live in Greenville. I’m proud to have been on the podium again.  I am looking forward to racing in front of my 
family and friends," added Hincapie, a Greenville, SC resident and the runner-up in the 2007 Road Race 
Championship.   
  
The final fields for both the Individual Time Trial and the Road Race will be confirmed August 28. Professionals 
will compete for prize money, and more importantly, the right to wear prestigious Stars-and-stripes jerseys for 
the 2009 season.  The events are sanctioned by USA Cycling, Inc., the governing body for the sport of cycling in 
the United States, and managed by Medalist Sports. 
 
In addition to the dual championships, there is a full schedule of activities and events for the weekend in 
Greenville. Two Stars and Stripes Challenge events, hosted by local non-profit organization Palmetto Peloton 
Project (P3), will allow amateur athletes an opportunity to run/walk or cycle on the courses of the 2008 
Greenville Hospital System USA Professional Cycling Championships. Saturday night following the ITT, a 
Greenville Rocks outdoor concert will be held from 6-10 p.m. at the Peace Center outdoor amphitheatre.  For a 
full list of events, as well as route maps and professional athletes competing in the championships, visit 
www.usacyclingchampionships.com. 
 

RIDERS TO WATCH 
HINCAPIE 
• Professional since 1994; 35 years old 
• Team Columbia Captain; completed 13th Tour de France in 2008. Played a pivotal role in all seven of Lance 

Armstrong’s Tour victories. 
• Member of 2008 US Olympic Team (Road Race); only five-time (1992, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2008) Olympic Games cyclist 

in U.S. history.  



• Two-time U.S. National Champion (1998 & 2006); second in 2007 
• 2008 Stage wins at Tour of California and Dauphine Libere. 
 
VANDE VELDE 
• Professional since 1998; 32 years old; hometown Lemont, IL 
• Member of 2008 US Olympic Road Race Team; finished 17th in Beijing in Road Race 
• 2008: 5th overall Tour de France; 1st Stage 1 Team Time Trial, Giro d’Italia; wearer of “Maglia Rosa” 2008 Giro d’Italia, 

making him the second American in history to wear the leaders jersey in the Giro d'Italia since Andy Hampsten won the 
event in 1988; 5th Stage 21 Time Trial Giro d’Italia 

• 2007: 2nd overall Tour de Georgia 
 
ZABRISKIE
• Professional since 2001; 29 years old 
• 2006 & 2007 US National Time Trial Champion 
• Member, 2008 US Olympic Time Trial Team (12th place) 
• 2008: Tour de Georgia, 1st stage 4 team time trial; Giro d'Italia, 1st stage 1 team time trial ; Tour of Bahamas, 1st 

prologue and  1st, stage 1 time trial; Criterium International, 5th stage 3 ITT  
• 2006: Silver medalist, World Time Trial Championship 
• 2005 wore yellow jersey at Tour de France 

RODRIGUEZ 
• Professional since 1996; 34 years old; lives in Emeryville, Calif.  
• 3-time US National Road Race Champion (2000, 2001, 2004) 
• Mutliple-time Grand Tours Competitor (Tour de France, Giro d’Italia, Vuelta a Espana), including 2004 stage win in Giro 

d’Italia 
• 2008 results: multiple Top 10 finishes in U.S. racing; 3rd place at the Philadelphia International Championship 
• Winner, 2006 Tour de Georgia Sprint Competition. 

HAMILTON 
• Professional since 1995; 37 years old; lives in Boulder, CO. 
• 2008: 1st overall, Tour of Qinghai Lake (China) 
• 2007: 6th, National Time Trial Championship; 12th, National Road Race Championship 
• 4th overall, 2003 Tour de France; 2nd overall, 2002 Giro d’Italia; multiple time Grand Tours competitor (Tour de France, 

Giro d’Italia, Vuelta a Espana) 
 
LEWIS 
• Professional since 2004; South Carolina native; 22 years old 
• 2007, Member U-23 World Championship Road Team 
• 2007: 6th overall Tour of Ireland; 7th overall Tour de l’Avenir 
• 2006 U-23 National Road Race and Criterium Champion 
 
SHIRLEY 
• Profess nal since 2004; 29 years old; lives in San Diego, Calif io
• 2008, 2nd KOM Competition Tour de Georgia; 1st Fiesta Island Time Trial (CA) 
• rd mpionship; 12007: 3  US Road Race Cha
 Former mountain bike racer 

st overall Edgar Soto Memorial Stage Race 
•
 
KING 

sides in Asheville, NC • Professional since 2006; 25 years old; re
• 2nd, NRC Standings (8/4); 1st American 

2008: Multiple podium finishes on domestic scene, including 1st H• anes Park Classic; 1st NCC 10th Tour of Hilltowns; 
d Race 

 2006: Best Young Rider Univest Grand Prix Road Race 
1st Stage #3 Joe Martin Stage Race; 1st River Falls Roa

•
 
ABOUT GREENVILLE HOSPITAL SYSTEM 
Established nearly a century ago, Greenville Hospital System University Medical Center (GHS) is a not-for-profit academic health 
organization committed to medical excellence through research, education, clinical expertise and technological advancement. GHS is 
accredited by the Joint Commission of Accreditation of Hospital Organizations (JCAHO). With five campuses and 1,268 licensed beds, it is 
one of the largest not-for-profit healthcare providers in South Carolina. GHS provides comprehensive healthcare through its flagship tertiary 
referral and education center (Greenville Memorial Hospital), two acute-care and one long-term care hospitals, short-stay surgical hospital
integrated children’s and women’s hospitals, nationally-recognized cottage-concept nursing home, outpatient facilities, wellness centers, 
community outreach programs and extensive medical education program that includes 11 residency/fellowship programs. GHS 

, 

currently 
ffers more than 570 clinical trials, including several first-in-nation cancer-treatment trials. To learn more, go to www.ghs.orgo . 



 
ABOUT MEDALIST SPORTS 
Medalist Sports is a full-service international sports marketing company.  Medalist Sports specializes in the planning, promotion and 
management of multi-day, multi-jurisdiction sports and special events.  The Medalist Sports team has experience in all facets of the 
successful management and promotion of world-class sporting and cycling events in the United States, England, Australia and China.  
Clients and event experience include the Tour DuPont, Tour de Georgia presented by AT&T, Amgen Tour of California, Tour of Missouri, 
USA Cycling, Inc. and the Lance Armstrong Foundation’s LIVESTRONG Challenge Series.  Medalist Sports’ headquarters are located south 

90. The company website is www.medalistsports.comof metro Atlanta at P.O. Box 415, Tyrone, GA  302 .  
 
ABOUT PALMETTO PELOTON PROJECT
The Palmetto Peloton Project (P3), based in Greenville, S.C., exists to promote the advancement of cancer research and advocacy efforts 
locally, regionally and nationally through fundraising events.  Through support from local businesses and enthusiastic cyclists, the Palmetto 
Peloton Project has raised over $250,000 for cancer research and advocacy since its inception in 2005.  In 2007 as part of the Greenville 
Hospital System USA Cycling Professional Championships, P3 will host the “Stars and Stripes Challenge”, recreational cycling and running 

ch.  For more information, visit www.palmettopelotonproject.orgevents to support local cancer resear .  
 
ABOUT USA CYCLING  
Recognized by the United States Olympic Committee and the Union Cycliste Internationale, USA Cycling is the official governing body for all
disciplines of competitive cycling in the United States, including road, track, mountain bike, BMX and cyclo-cross.  As a membership-based 
organization and sanctioning body, USA Cycling consists of 64,000+ members, including 57,000 competitive cyclists, 1,500 coaches, 4,000 
student-athletes, 2,200 officials, 350 professional cyclists, and 200 certified mechanics. USA Cycling also sanctions 2,500 competitive and 
non-competitive organized cycling events throughout the United States annually, as well as 1,800 clubs and teams. Associations of USA 
Cycling include the United States Cycling Federation (road, track & cyclo-cross), the National Off-Road Bicycle Association (mountain bike),
the BMX Association, the National Collegiate Cycling Association and the United States Professional Racing Organization.  USA Cyclin
also responsible for the identification, development, support and promotion of American cyclists through various athletic initiatives and 
programs including the USA Cycling National Development Team, the USA Cycling Women’s National Team, the USA Cycling Junior 
Development Team, Talent Identification and Regional Development Camps, domestic and international race calendars, direct athlete 
funding and support programs, and educational camps and seminars. USA Cycling also fields and supports U.S. National Teams for variou
international events, including the Olympic Games, World Championships, Pan American Games, Continental Championship and World 
Cups across all levels and disciplines of competitive cycling.  USA cycling further supports grass roots and locally-based initiatives through 
its 32 Local Associations and comprehensive network of licensed and certified coaches and officials. Additionally, USA Cycling conducts 
National Championship events for amateur and professional cyclists, awarding more than 600 national titles annually to men and women in 
junior, U23, masters, elite, professional and paralympic categories throughout the various disciplines of competitive cycling. To l
about USA Cycling, visit 
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earn more 
www.usacycling.org. For media-related or general inquiries, please contact USA Cycling Director of 

ommunications, Andy Lee at 719-866-4867 or alee@usacycling.org.  
 

### 

  

 

C

  

http://www.usacycling.org/

